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O-Rings 


@ one-act play by Frank 8B. Ford 


O-Rings 


1) a modern office 
2) the same 


=) TY studia 


Two males and one female 


“| 


The Chairman 9M 


The Ethnic Le as " 


The Female v. 


a) 


A TYPICAL MODERN OFFICE. A MODEL OR TWO OF ROCKETS. THE 
CHARACTERS WEAR JOGGING SUITS: CHAIRMAN’S STYLISHLY RICH, 
ETHNIC’S MISMATCHED, FEMALE'S SOMEWHAT TRENDY, GLITZY. 


CHAIRMAN Whatever 
FEMALE No. I insist. I insist in all trivial 
matters. 


ETHNIC You got that right. 


FEMALE : It’s simply redundant. 

ETHNIC We love redundant in engineering. 

FEMALE What's good in practice is deficient in 
language. 


CHAIRMAN We can deal with it. Or anything. 
FEMALE Listen again. If they're rings they‘re 
already round, thus the shape of a circle 


and thus the shape of an Q. 


ETHNIC That’s language. It’s not accurate enough. 


Try building a bridge with it. 


FEMALE Maybe you should. You might get one that 


doesn’t fall down. 


ETHNIC Well it’s mostly true a bridge. Most 


bridges. Language is always lies. 


CHAIRMAN Go easy there while we earn our bread. 


FEMALE Agreeing ta disagree. 

CHAIRMAN That‘s all right. My job to to overspread it 

all. 

FEMALE Like God. 

ETHNIC That’s all right. You need somebody like 

that. 

FEMALE God is a WASP. 

ETHNIC I never forget it. 

FEMALE Male WASP. 

CHAIRMAN Nonsense. Look at the progress. 

FEMALE WASPs keeping zoos full of women and ethnics. 
ETHNIC GIVES HER HIGH FIVES, PRETENDS TO DRIBBLE A 
BASKETBALL 

High fives of the all-purpose ethnic, crazed 

black ghinny Polack. After, the Eastern 

European brood in the overstuffed chair 

with doilies, under the floorlamp with 

the World's Fair shade. (she demonstrates) 
CHAIRMAN A matter of luck that these fields exist in 

which to break. in. Luck. We bring em 

along, stick em in a high slot after a bit. 

Never mind the garlic or even the soul food.Or 

even the lapses in taste--at home that is. 

ETHNIC We're grateful. 

FEMALE But not everlastingly enough, right Uncle Tom? 

Or is that Tomasso? 


ETHNIC It’s mot bad, not a concentration camp anyways. 
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CHAIRMAN. 


FEMALE 


ETHNIC 


CHATRMAN 


FEMALE 


CHATRMAN 
FEMALE 
CHAIRMAN 
FEMALE 
ETHNIC 
FEMALE 


CHAIRMAN. 


FEMALE. 
CHAIRMAN. 
ETHNIC. 
FEMALE. 
CHAIRMAN. 


FEMALE. 


Of caurse not. The idea! 

In one the women screwed the guards for toilet 
paper. Tell me again about the dignity of man. 
Don't get heavy on us. I’m just trying to get 
by. 

As I am. Precious little sympathy is spent on 
those with the duty of running things. 

It’s lonely at the top. Harrowing. 

IT care. It’s just that most of my time is spent 
entertaining. Cause we're funny tos, not just 
the niggers and the hunkies. But the women. 

See our bouncy, funny tits! We become dangerously 
cute. 

Any road to power. Any one. 

Detours. 

I’ll help. 

Can't say your record's been that good up to now. 
It has too. 

Quiet, Kissass. The garlic helps, does it? 

All this health food stuff. It’s your own 
business but it won’t help with the company. 
Pray how did you rise? 

By being good but not great. 

It’s me! A definition! 

What would make you great? 

More picnics. 


Gh’? 


CHALRMAN., 
ETHNIC. 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 
FEMALE. | 
CHAIRMAN, 
ETHNIC. 
FEMALE. 
CHAIRMAN. 


ETHNIC. 
FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 
ETHNIC. 
FEMALE. 


ETHNIC. 


CHAIRMAN. 


FEMALE. 


Chew | 


ETHNIC. 


FEMALE. 


ETHNIC. 


CHAIRMAN. 


Measure myself against em. 


Degrees. It’s degrees for me. PHD. 


Still an untouchable. You can gat a 
hundred degrees. 

Haven’t given up, but it’s late. 

How sa? 

Thirteen picnics and only laid the once. 
Don't diminish yourself, sir.. 

The rest of the world likes that job. 


I can’t help it. The rest is sa ephemeral. 


Hey! You gotta pay the bills.You know what I 
mean? 
Perpstually. It’s your mystery 


and your vision. 


(to FEMALE) You going next time? 


I will. 


No. (2 beats) But I’ve done worse. 

If your're climbing you gotta use what you get 
your best grip with. 

Amen. I know all the positions. 

Goethe said that he never heard of a sin that he 
couldn’t commit. f 
Lucky bias \ wo kn ew Wy 0 g (qv CAC 
What pasition did he play? 

Ever hear of culture? 

When the pressure’s off I*1l look 


it up. 


Well, happy as this horseshit is, let's belay it, 


(picking up clipboard) 

ETHNIC. E Gin oot charts! 

FEMALE. Oh rapture oh jay! 

CHAIRMAN. Let’s cool that too. 

FEMALE. Excuse me. I*‘ve been flayed by computer graphics. 
Garbage pastiche. 

CHAIRMAN. His work is Lnitert ant to us--as is yours. 
(ETHNIC combs his hair pridefully.) 

FEMALE. Mine in the afterthought. How comfortable. 

ETHNIC. Is everyone ready with his report? 

FEMALE. Language as the screwing tool. Especially when 
you lack another. 

ETHNIC. Qne polack week in the woods and let's see what 
you lack. 

FEMALE. With you and your three word vocabulary? 
You, me, it. Mo thanks. You want to talk 
afterwards, especially since I‘ve given 
up Cigarettes, (to CHAIRMAN) What we 
want with him anyway? 

CHAIRMAN. 

EFHASEES. Stresses. He can explain things. 

FEMALE. Full of shit with sliderules. 

ETHNIC. Climbing by the cunt! 

FEMALE. When the going gets tough the balls erode 
along with the O-rings. 

CHAIRMAN. Let’s simply be civil. .Civil. 

ETHNIC. Easy for you to say. Big Maha! 


FEMALE. B.A. Ivy; M.A. Wall Street. 
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ETHNIC. 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN, 
ETHNIC. 


FEMALE. 


ETHNIC. 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 


FEMALE. 


ETHNIC. ~ 


FEMALE. 


ETHNIC. 


CHAIRMAN. 


FEMALE. 


ETHNIC. 


And I got FAD and it’s not as good. 

You could even get literate. The fat 

cats surround the buttons soa no ane 

else can push. Even readers. 

No no no na! Melting pot! Melting pot! 
Yeah. Uh huh. (distrustful for the moment) 
"Cuse me just a minute while I...click my 
ruby red slippers together and melt into 

the American Dream? 

IT have a dream! 

Yeah? Well have it over there. In the public 
housing. 

Let‘’s be reasonable. Please. ie have a job 
ta do. We can’t reinvent the sacial 

wheel every time we meet. 

The American Dream is monarchy. Kissing the 
Gueen’s ass being the highest ecstasy! 
Revolution didn’t take. 

That’s cause it has to keep taking. 

Well, ta be truthful, I think I have meited, 
really. To a degree hah hah. 

I’d like nothing better. Really. And then in 
ten years, fifteen (two beats? hundred-- 
Unca Tom's great great great grandchillins 
gets to caddy! 

Look like a five iran, suh! Take yo hand 


off'n muh ass! 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 


ETHNIC. 


FEMALE. 


ETHNIC, 


’ CHATRMAN, 
ETHNIC. 
FEMALE. 


ETHNIC. 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 


FEMALE. 


ETHNIC. 


CHAIRMAN, 


FEMALE. 


ETHNIC. 


What’s the actual deal--and leave out the 
picnic and the propaganda. 

Kill us it’s yours. 

Hey I came from that bloody tradition. No thanks. 


I’m getting mine. Mostly. I’m happy. 
Enough anyways. 

House nigger with qualifiers. 
(Step-in-Fetchit walk) However and moreover 
and on duh othar hand it's all (two beats 
which he strikes on the desk or wherever) 
whatchacallit! 

Relative, 

We is all relatives. 

Do Rocky, the ham-hammering ghinny! 

{jogs and shadow boxes, jumps up on chair and 
thrusts up arms) Bring on dose indanince: 
Naw! Go murder a black for the championship. 
Let’s see who's blacker. You may turn into 
a woman even. 

The meeting'll come to order. Again, I believe. 
What kinda pie you gat, Stavos? 

We got two kinds apples pies, apple and pin 
apple. 

The minutes please. 
Read under protest. You're toa lapockant and the 
engineer is too illiterate. 


Few manths aga I couldn't even spell engineer-- 


FEMALE. 


ETHNIC. 
FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN, 


FEMALE. 


ETHNIC. 


CHAIRMAN. 
ETHNIC. 
CHAIRMAN. 


ETHNIC, 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN, 
FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN, 


ETHNIC. 
CHAIRMAN, 
ETHNIC. 


CHAIRMAN. 


I-n-j-u-n-e-e-r-e, right? 


(nodding) And now I are one, 
The Public Relations Pre-Disaster Committee 


met etc. etc.” 

Goa an. 

And the engineer explained Oo~rings and backup 
systems and why nothing ever worked. 

Could back up one inch diameter bolt with two 
inch diameter bolt and that one with three 
inch diameter bolt and down the line. 

To where? 

Bridge made of one bolt, uh, scooped out. 
Nonsense! I'm glad we never had shop at Yale. 
Us tech types is getting pushed to it by you 
consumers and politicians and other peaple 
made out of words. Crazy shit out of your 
mouths just cause of the liberal arts or 
whatever bullshit. 

Every organization makes an individual 
ridiculous. 

IT can’t agree It's easy ta run things down. 
There’s a reason for that. 

Besides it’s more accurate to say tghat every 
organization makes a person lie. 

T’ll stick to my math. 

Then we‘ll make you lie with math. 
Impossible. 

No, it’s the best way. 


You can’t get any 


FEMALE. 
CHAIRMAN. 
ETHNIC. 
FEMALE. 
CHAIRMAN. 


FEMALE, 


ETHNIC, 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 
FEMALE. 
ETHNIC. 
CHAIRMAN. 


FEMALE, 


ETHNIC. 


FEMALE. 


agreament until everybody promises to lie. 
Get used to it and it becomes the truth. 

I lave you. 

That’s a lie. 

There’s hope for you yet. 

Go on. 

The token broad virgin whore perfumed kiss- 
45S passed aut samples of disaster print 
releases. 

An investigation is commencing, proceeding, 
fails ta conclude, 

Blown to shit in its Space version, dumped 
into the piss-smelling sea. Burned to 
bacon in the booze bash at the flammable 


hatel. Filleted by Moslem fundamentalists. 


Their country’1ll not soon forget them. 

Not for a couple of hours. 

We push on! 

Indeed. For this country wasn’t built by cynics! 
More like male whores with a strong sense of 
Property. 

We only had the one history course required and 
the instructor had a breakdown. 

You dan’t have to know history. It just another 
thing we don’t raquire you tech~ies to know. 


Your ignorance makes the world go round. If I 


Da ag ns prin gaat 


CHATRMAN. 
FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 
FEMALE. 
CHAIRMAN. 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 


ETHNIC. 


FEMALE. 


CHATRMAN. 


FEMALE. 


ETHNIC. 


FEMALE. 


ETHNIC. 


were you I'd get my tuition refunded. Write em 
a letter full of hard words. Tell em you're 

a CEM. : 

Please? 

College educated moron. 

Well they’re good citizens. And they can 

lie an TV without blinking. 

I can lie on TV. I have. 


You blink. 


S0 I was brought up wrong. 


You'll get another chance soon. The never 
fail fastener’ll unfasten; the foolproof’ll 

be fooled by fools. 

They’re a clever bunch. You can’t outwit em. 
Gad made fools smart. That’s why education's 
an asshole waste for the bright. After all of 
get outwitted. 

CUNT~inue. 

I dan’t hear you. Mot hearing being the 

the chief cause of un-suicide. 

You must always listen (a beat)? to everybody-— 
and to everything from your, uh, belowers and 
from your (a beat) betters. 

Abavers. Keep it parallel--and somebody might 
blow it when it’s your turn. 


Hey! I got Les LTacocco’s picture in my wallet. 


Ge 


10 


2D 


FEMALE. 
CHAIRMAN. 


ETHNIC. 
CHAIRMAN. 


ETHNIC. 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 


ETHNIC. 


What’s he teaching you? 
What was is. That’s all there is to know. 


What’s new? 
Nothing--to the wise 


(sings) The future’s not ours to see. Gue Sera. 
(then launches into a frantic tap dance) 

Black Catholic. Prime attractian in the museum 

of dynamics. Natural rhythm opposed to blind 

dagma. 

And when the iheetianie. uh, inevitables? Bombs 

or whatever? 

Then all the believing assholes die. 

They’re better off. We'd anly have ta kill them 

all over. 

Your plan. Flan? 

Check! I’ve written omnibus sermons of national 

maurning ta be delivered by presidents af 

companies or countries, or clergymen who can face 

@ll ways at once. 

Not necessary, the latter. We hired one on 

standby. A real efficiency the board thought. 
Denomination? 

All. Bee bought all the outfits. Priest? 

Jew rabbl you want, he’s him. I’m an anti-semite 
but I don‘t wear it on my sleeve. 

They wouldn’t be comfortable. I mean playing 


a K Mart-1 when all the ather fellows 
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FEMALE. 
CHAIRMAN. 


FEMALE. 


ETHNIC, 


FEMALE. 


ETHNIC. 


CHATRMAN., 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 
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are tesing up Titlests. Besides, they go 

away, I have a chance. Everything's 

quotas in life anyways. 

God and Max at Yale. 

(giggles) Jew is funny. 

Of course. Woman is funny. Fat is funny. 

Black is funny. Bald is funny. Cripple is funny. 
Tt depends oi your mood too. 

During PMS your're liable to shriek! 

(shrieks) Take my vife! Hey brudder, take mah 
wife! {comes down) Plenty where she comes from. 
Takee my wife and two vegetable. 

She rara-parooza. (lala palooza) 

(laughs, but stops abruptly) 

Eventually, I suppose you’li want your own 
business card. 

John @. Ethnic, Warranty Work 

Limited Warranty work. Even in jokes, we watch 


it. 


FEMALE. and ETHNIC. We doa! 


CHAIRMAN. 
FEMALE. 


FEMALE. 


CHATRMAN. 


At any rate. Any. I think we're all set 
to segue. 
The real-- 
BLACKOUT 
Watch it! 


(mumbles) 


FEMALE. The real abortions to the language are my 
department. I come from advertising after 
all. (three beats) And before that, 
colege teaching. 

ETHNIC. Are they really all mad drug fuckers? 

FEMALE. Would you like to hear your mother hear 
that? 

ETHNIC. Can you blush in the dark? Can negroes tan? 
If a tree falls in the woods--? 

FEMALE. Don’t strain. You'll get a hernia. 

CHAIRMAN. -~some decency. 

FEMALE. Or religion even. 

CHAIRMAN. Some! Any! 

AMAZING GRACE plays. 
Lights snap up full to find them 
more formally dressed; a mock 


TV camera has been moved in. 


CHAIRMAN. (pleading) Fellas...fellas...fellas... 
please? _Same decency. Ordar. We 
just us ae until~- 

Everybody ‘1i...everybody’1ll get 
chance to ask questions later. 

And there‘ll be a phata ‘opportunity 
if we get bodies ie parts by 


then. (cups ear)My language person‘il 


FEMALE. The chairman meant parts of bodies in 


ETHNIC. 
FEMALE. 


CHATRMAN. 


FEMALE. 
ETHNIC. 


CHAIRMAN. 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 


ETHNIC. 
CHAIRMAN. 


FEMALE. 
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this case. There is a later 
possibility of parts of the vehicle or 
bridge or whatever did the halfwits in. 
Shouldn’t we be more specific? 

It’s a rehearsal. 


Let us be specific nonetheless, in fact and in 


tone. The way we sound and look transcends all 
ideas, so-called, however fancy-schmantzy. 
Let’s put the ethnic in whiteface. 

And declaw the broad. | 
Knock off the poetry especially. The 
fairies are a weakening constinuency. 
Now hold your...there they go again... 
just hold your horses out there or 
we'll turn the camera around. 

That'll fix you. Make you history. 
Shaw em for the asshole sons a bitches 
they are. Liketa pack em into a shell 
and ee em into the Russians they 
love so much. 

But you’re a Christian. 

Fuckin right! 

The camera changes us and them and it 
therefore changes the world. And 

mot incidentally it makes it impassible 
Unless 


to predict behavior accurately. you're 


sure one is present. 


CHAIRMAN.Onily ane thing you gotta know. C,Y,A. 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 


ETHNIC. 


FEMALE. 


ETHNIC. 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 


Cover your ass. You always figure people 
are gamma do that and you won’t go far 
wrong. Whether they take off the 

wrang leg, expel the wrang student, 

or diddie the o-rings. 

Yes, but you also have to know Heisenberg’s 
theory of uncertainty. 

Another yid? 

(walking in front of the “camera"> 
Disaster committee rehearsal TV press 
conference. Take one...or Tylenol. 

(He has standard board or just 


claps his hands together.) 


I’m making a note that it’s bad to start before 


you start. 

Eeeeecees crock! 

Don’t let them shit all over you, Jose! 

Open your mouth! 

Let's keep the illusion please. Or return to 
Whatever. Return. 

I never lost it. I’m especially big an hope 
when I drink. 

( a speech) This is a time in our national 
history like no other. We are being tested. 
the courage that we demonstrate here, today, 


will long be remembered. We represent our 


it. 
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FEMALE. 
ETHNIC, 
FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 


FEMALE. 
CHAIRMAN. 
FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN, 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 
FEMALE. 
CHAIRMAN. 
FEMALE. 
CHAIRMAN, 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 


great mation. So be it! We accept such a 


a charge with humility and with pride. _ 


FEMALE. and ETHNIC. applaud. 
You spoke the speech I prayed you'd speak. 
Makes qoosepimples‘rise. Or something. 2 
Wait‘ll the blackout : 
Of course since seventean committees and 
organizations are investigating this, uh, 
tragedy-- : 


and ETHNIC. Not for the C.Y.A.s! 


I can say that something happened. _ 


and ETHNIC. | (two beats) That all? 


survivors have--— 
has 


--has been found. (many questions——the 
taken aback) a 3 
Ask m@ about grammar. 1°11 prove my impotence 
You're impotent until proved guillible. a 
I stand by the statement. : 
(aside) Firm weasel. 


No souvenirs, uh, survivors. 


Actually the t-shirts are being screen printed. 
But they're reverent. 
For the technical explanatian. ETHNIC holds up 


a POPULAR SCIENCE. : 


ETHNIC. 
CHATLRMAN, 
FEMALE. 
ETHNIC. 
CHAIRMAN. 
mnALE. 


CHAIRMAN, 


ETHNIC. 


FEMALE. 


ETHNIC. - 


CHAIRMAN. 


(asida) You'll have charts--? 

These just run-through. Flease-a, ladies ana 
gentlemen-a-- 

Not Not Not We UN-ethnic for TV! There’1ll 
be people in Kansas watching. 

They're ethnic. I saw their basketball team on 
FV a 

They're from three neighborhood in Camden, 
New Jersey. 

It’s immoral! Seven black players graduated 
last year from NCAA schools. 

No more immoral than most anything else. 

Get ta the point, uh, when that's appropriate 
Roger. Uh. Well. Uh. Well pretty much 
this hare plastic or screw or samething and 
then the other stuff got in there even 

though it was criticality one-- 

Gross banality one. 

and shoulda been blacked by backup but the 
automatic switching didn’t factor the 
previous factoring and we got malfunction 

due to maximum friction past max and well, 
uh, squirting actually. Best analogy 

if you icepicked your garden hose with an 
icepick. And lots of heretofores and 
therefores up and down the line. 


I see. Thank you. 
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ETHNIC. 
CHAIRMAN. 
ETHNIC. 
CHAIRMAN. 
FEMALE, 


CHAIRMAN. 


FEMALE. 


CHATRMAN. 


FEMALE. 


CHATRMAN. 


is 


Giving a no condition to life. 

0 rings? 

(exploding noise) Went! 

Went. Check. 

The way of all fish. 

Thank you. Both of you. There have been 
profound questions as to how the families and 
the senators have been taking it. 

Quite well actually. We sant danuts and 
clergymen. 

(whispers as he lean toa FEMALE. >) 

Clergy-MAN that is. Anyway, we'll set up 

@ series af seminars after a discrete 

time to get a fix on the Cir 
condition,thereby giving them and the lawyers 
ang the professors mucho bread. 

It’s an ill wind-- Then again we’re in the 


ill wind business. 


FEMALE and ETHNIC. Uh huh. 


CHAIRMAN. 
FEMALE. 
ETHNIC. 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 
ETHNIC. 


CHAIRMAN. 


Horrible tragedy of course. 

It could’va been AIDS. 

Cancer mo fun. Cancer on the Titantic? 

But then I wrate: Pass me ze shnaps, Hans, zis 
Hindenburg z‘only way to go! 

I think a ee ready. 

Well I’m not! 


Gotta be. Shuttle went boom boom an hour ago. 


FEMALE. 


CHAIRMAN. 


ETHNIC. 


FEMA@LE. 
ETHNIC, 
FEMALE. 
ETHNIC. 


FEMALE. 


ETHNIC. 
CHAIRMAN. 
ETHNIC. 
CHATRMAN. 


ETHNIC. 


All hands last though they found a foot. 

A foot of what? “That could prove interesting. 
We're on in an hour. (Fills three glasses with 
whisky, gives himself at least twice as much.) 
No a I wanna know what to say. Tt’s 
gotta be written down or idiot carded. 


I don’t wanna sit there like some fuck- 


brained anchorman-~ 
Anchorperson. 
with his asshole in his mouth. 
How surreal. How true. How now. 
Well I aint gonna. 
The triumph of the boobus americanus! 
(to ETHNIC) Not you. (a beat) On second 
thought—-~ 
I just aint gonna. 
Well of course you are. 
11 right than. 
A taast. Ta the future. (They toast.) 
(staring into his glass) Il have seen 


the future. 


ie 


FEMALE. (ta CHAIRMAN) And it’s you. 
CHAIRMAN. (gigantic smile while spot narrows down 


Slowly on just his teeth. 
INTERMISSION 


We open on that smile, widen to show setting 

tricked up a bit more ta resemble a TV 

studio, The camera is real or more 

realistic. CHAIRMAN is dressed as a spectacular clown. 
also 

They enter, /dressed spectacularly 

4S clowns--lots of rough and 


tumble. She has huge breasts, 


ETHNIC a huge rear. 


Business as each adjusts the height 
of chair. CHAIRMAN’S ends up 


absurdly high. 


ETHNIC rises in order to bang camera, 


returns. 


CHAIRMAN picks up a long balloon and hits 
them both repeatediy. They rise and 
succeed in pushing him out of his chair. 
FEMALE and ETHNIC try to scrabble up 


to it but it proves too high. 


ai 


In the ensuing melee the CHAIRMAN 
rubs the balloon all over the furious 
ETHNIC while the FEMALE alternately 


dances somewhat demurely or applauds. 


.By dint of sweet talk, though, CHAIRMAN 
persuades ETHNIC to band over and rubs 
balloon all over his rear. She 


encourages with body language while 
STRIP TEASE TUNE PLAYS 


and ETHNIC ultimately smiles. 


FEMALE grabs balloon away and dances 


with it as a partner, whispering. 


Red camera light blinks madly 
and they scramble back while 
each tries ta claim the balloon 


and it floats away. 


When they’re finally seated ETHNIC 
pumps up bladder under CHAIRMAN’S 
outfit. When he proves too slaw 
FEMALE slaps his hands away and 


gets CHAIRMAN rather larger. 


NN 
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Naw they pose in place, CHAIRMAN 
benign, ETHNIC peering searchingly, 
FEMALE with a look usually reserved 


for babies. 


They sit and blink and stare 
while a tape is played of 

the rehearsal. It’s not 

clear and so their lip- 

utchs are off and they often 
look at each other quizzically, 
ETHNIC points to multicolored 


charts from time to time. 

CHAIRMAN ultimately can take no more 
and he waves his arms frantically 

to signal a rousing 


STAR SPANGLED BANNER 


They stand and remain 


until the last note signals 


BLACKOUT. 


